POPULAR PASTIMES

Thirdly, it is idolatrous:

For when men run a-whoring thus

With their Inventions, whatsoe'er

The thing be, whether Dog or Bear,

It is Idolatrous and Pagan,

No less than worshipping of Dagon.1

Possibly bear-baiting and other popular sports were
pagan in origin, but even so, and admitting the
element of revelry and debauchery which popular
amusements are generally invested with, they were
in many aspects innocent enough, and it might have
been better, one thinks, to purify than to destroy or
suppress. Some innocent gaiety went out of life with
these old customs and festivals, as Corbet laments:

At morning arid at evening both

You merry were and glad,
So little care of sleep or sloth

These pretty ladies had;
When Tom came home from labour,

Or Cis to milking rose,
Then merrily went the tabour,

And nimbly went their toes.

Witness those rings and roundelays

Of theirs, which yet remain,
Were footed in Queen Mary's days

On many a grassy plain;
But since of late, Elizabeth,

And later, James came in,
They never danced on any heath

As when the time hath been.

By which wee note the Fairies

Were of the old profession;
Their songs were Ave Maries,

Their dances were procession;

) Part I. Canto 1.11. 801-820.
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